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PRESS RELEASE 

 
The Government has noted and rejects Spanish press reports relating to the supposed 
pollution of beaches in Spain following a relatively minor oil spill from the MV Zein 1 during a 
bunkering operation in the Port of Gibraltar. 
 
The Government believes, from a variety of sources including observations by its operatives, 
wind and tide direction, the photographic evidence and the swift and effective deployment of 
Gibraltar’s bunkering incident response plan, that no oil reached the Spanish Coast. 
 
The Government has taken a sample of the oil spilled by MV Zein 1 and has invited the 
Spanish authorities to submit a sample of any oil alleged to have been found on the Spanish 
coastline to enable it to be laboratory tested, to establish whether its provenance was from 
MV Zein 1. 
 
Attached to this statement are two colour photographs of Spanish cleansing operatives 
rummaging on a beach in La Linea that is evidently unaffected by oil pollution.  The 
unnecessary deployment of cleansing operatives needs to be distinguished from actual 
pollution. 
 
The Government does however confirm that a small amount of oil (no more than 400 litres) 
did spill from MV Zein 1 during the bunkering operation.  The rapid and effective deployment 
of Government’s comprehensive response plan for such incidents enabled the effects of this 
small amount of oil to be contained in the immediate vicinity of this ship, from which it was 
then collected or otherwise rendered harmless. 
 
It will be recalled that at the time of the MV New Flame, oil pollution that reached the Spanish 
coastline was widely blamed in Spain on the MV New Flame.  Subsequently, when the oil 
was tested in a Spanish laboratory it was found not to have come from the MV New Flame at 
all but from some other ship passing through the Strait. 
 
Incidents such as these should serve to alert public opinion in the Campo Area that there are 
those who will abuse any event to jump onto an anti-Gibraltar bandwagon and point the 
finger of blame at Gibraltar without checking the facts or without justification, thereby leading 
to unnecessary damage to the regard in which both communities hold each other. 


